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	� Please tick if you would you like to receive further 
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Regulatory Studies. Your details will be remain confidential.
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Monash Centre for Regulatory Studies  
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Monash University, VIC 3800
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Speaker profiles
Gary Banks
Gary Banks has been Chairman of the Productivity Commission since its 
inception in April 1998. He has headed national inquiries on a variety of public 
policy and regulatory topics, and recently chaired the Taskforce on Reducing 
Regulatory Burdens on Business. Gary oversees the newly-established Office  
of Best Practice Regulation (formerly the Office of Regulation Review) and chairs 
the inter-governmental Steering Committee for the Review of Government  
Service Provision. 

Dr Alan Moran
Alan Moran is among Australia’s best-known economists working in the area of 
regulation. He has published widely on general areas of regulation and on specific 
matters including energy, telecommunications and housing regulation.  He has 
published a book on housing regulation, The Tragedy of Planning, which was 
launched by Treasurer Costello in August 2006. Before his present role, he was a 
senior official in the Productivity Commission and Director of the Commonwealth’s 
Office of Regulation Review.

Rex Deighton-Smith
Rex Deighton-Smith provides specialist advice on policy and regulatory issues 
to governments, international organisations and the private sector. He previously 
worked on the OECD’s Program on Regulatory Management and Reform, where 
he contributed to reviews of regulatory processes. Rex is a former Director of the 
Victorian Government’s Office of Regulation Reform.

Catriona Lowe
Catriona Lowe is a Co-CEO of the new Consumer Action Law Centre, an 
independent, not-for profit, campaign focused, casework and policy organisation.  
Prior to joining Consumer Action, Catriona was a Director at the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission.  She was the first Principal Solicitor  
of the legal practice at Consumer Law Centre Victoria and has spent five years  
in private practice as a litigation lawyer.

Dr Michael Keating
Michael Keating is currently Chairman of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal in NSW, and has published extensively in Australia and overseas on 
public sector management reform. His most recent book, Who Rules? How 
government retains control of a privatised economy, discusses the relationship 
between markets, government and society. In his career Dr Keating has advised 
governments extensively on regulation and has headed three reviews of regulation 
for three different governments.

Professor Graeme Hodge
Graeme Hodge is a professor of law at Monash and the Director of the Centre 
for Regulatory Studies. He was the Director of the former Monash Centre for the 
Study of Privatisation and Public Accountability, and is internationally regarded 
as a leading analyst on regulation and public sector accountability issues, 
privatisation, outsourcing, and public-private partnerships.



Program

Time Topic Speaker

1.30 pm Welcome and introduction Arie Freiberg, Faculty of Law, Monash University

1.35 pm The Productivity Commission Report and its aftermath Gary Banks, Productivity Commission

2.00 pm Business perspectives Alan Moran, Institute of Public Affairs

2.25 pm Learning from Europe Rex Deighton-Smith, Jaguar Consulting

3.00 pm Questions to speakers Panel

3.15 pm Afternoon tea break

3.45 pm ‘Rethinking’ as more effective regulation Catriona Lowe, Consumer Action Law Centre

4.10 pm Some interstate views Michael Keating, Independent Pricing and  
Regulatory Tribunal

4.35 pm Balancing the opportunities Graeme Hodge, Centre for Regulatory Studies

5.00 pm Questions to speakers and discussion Panel

5.15 pm Closure Arie Freiberg, Faculty of Law, Monash University

5.20 pm Wine, cheese and biscuits – networking

Rethinking Regulation
Monash Centre for Regulatory Studies, 
Monash University
Wednesday 15 November 2006 
Monash University Law Chambers 
472 Bourke St Melbourne

Governments around the world are increasingly 
‘rethinking regulation’. To many, regulation is more 
burdensome and intrusive than ever. ‘Rethinking 
regulation’ is often equated with reducing the regulatory 
burden on business and within government.

In practice there are several different ways of ‘rethinking 
regulation’. One method is to continuously improve 
regulatory processes and remove unnecessary burdens 
and compliance costs. But little time has been spent  

so far in seeking a more fundamental understanding 
about the real objectives of regulatory reform.

This forum will present a range of views from 
government, business groups and organisations, 
consumer groups and regulatory academics.  
Its purpose is to seek common ground for effective 
regulatory reform across the disciplines of law, politics, 
public management and regulatory theory. Speakers  
will discuss whether the concept of ‘rethinking 
regulation’ is simply the re-branding of old ideas  
or a major advance in the way governments  
should operate. 

Cost:	 $440 (incl GST) 
	 $200 (inc GST) – Student concession

RSVP: 		 8 November 2006

Parking information: There is a range of commercial carparks  
in the surrounding area. 
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